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The Beach
- continued -

Can we drive on the beach?
     Yes!  Some sections of the beach are closed between April and September,
and the tip of the Peninsula is closed year round; please ask for our sheet on
beach driving for details.  The beach is designated as a State Highway, with a
speed limit of 25 mph and all the regular rules of the road.

What do I do if I find a baby seal or injured bird?
     Harbor seal pups are born between mid-April and June.  The pups
stay with their mothers for about 4-6 weeks and join the adult seals dur-
ing their haul-outs (daily resting and warming periods that last several
hours).  Seals are less mobile and therefore more vulnerable while they
are out of the water.  Adults will flee to the water if they are disturbed or
approached and may leave their pups behind.  If the disturbance near
the pup goes away, the female is likely to return to the shore and reclaim
her pup, but if activity continues near the pup, she may eventually give
up trying to return.  The pups and mothers have successfully reunited up
to 48 hours after separation.
     If you see a seal on the beach, give it room, at least 100 yards.  Ob-
serve from a distance using binoculars if you really want to see the ani-
mals close up.  By all means, keep pets away.  Baby seals can easily fall
prey to dogs and  older seals may bite in self defense.  Some diseases are
infectious to both dogs and seals, and people can also be at risk if they
come into direct contact with an infected animal.
     The pup may have been left on shore to warm up (do NOT pour water
on it) , or to rest (do not handle, cover, or attempt to feed it).  The kindest
thing you can do for the seal pup is to back away and watch from a
distance.  If the pup has been unattended for 48 hours, or is clearly in-
jured, contact the Marine Mammal Stranding Network at (206) 526-6733.
     Seals are federally protected from harassment and capture by the
public.  If you observe incidents of people or pets tormenting, disturbing
or attempting to remove a seal frm the beach, contact the NOAA Fisher-
ies Enforcement Hotline at 1-800-853-1964 ro report a violation.

Can we play on beach logs?
     Logs and beach debris cannot be trusted to stay put!  A perfectly stable
looking log can be lifted up by a sneaker wave at any time, causing seri-
ous injury.  Please stay away from logs on the beach and keep your fam-
ily outing safe and enjoyable.

Why are all these Tsunami (tidal wave) signs around?  Is there
a real risk?
     Tsunamis, or tidal waves, are huge waves caused by an earthquake
out in the ocean.  While we haven’t had a tsunami in this area in hun-
dreds of years, earthquakes affecting our coastline are possible.  Should
a tsunami hit our coast, there may not be much warning time (how far
away the epicenter of the quake determines the amount of warning time).
Follow the tsunami evacuation route signs for high ground at least 50
feet above sea level and stay there until further notice as the waves come
in multiple sets.  Pay close attention to emergency personnel as they’re
directing your movements.

Can we go horseback riding?
     Absolutely.  Horse rentals are available on the 10th Street beach ap-
proach in Long Beach, or you can bring your own horse to the beach.
Check with the Red Barn Arena (360-642-2541) for horse camping and
stables, as well as additional information on horseback riding locally.

Storm Watching
     Whether you park and watch coastal storms from a point high above
the dramatic surf or venture forth on foot while the raging winds pound
high tide surf against the dunes, storm watching is an invigorating expe-
rience you won’t soon forget.  Whether bundled up in front of a fire in a
soft blanket, or enjoying the sounds of friendly conversation in a local
eatery, the post-storm cup of cocoa or sip of brandy will be the best you’ve
ever experienced.
     The ever changing ocean produces a show of power and drama as
each weather pattern brings changes in the wind, the rain and the cur-
rents.  Be watchful of large logs which can be tossed upon the shore as if
they were toothpicks.
     The best beachcombing can be found the morning following a good
storm and the rewards can be magical; a special shell, a barnacle cov-
ered bottle or even a Japanese float.  Here, treasures are for the taking
on a first come, first served basis.
     So bundle up and head to the beach when you hear the next squall
report...and experience the storm in you being blown out to sea.


